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You belong to a small group of just a few handpicked people on earth to whom I send a musical 
greeting and who are encouraged to listen to my product of art without being previously asked 
for it . 
I hope you like the CD as much I liked it while I produced it. 
If you don’t like it don’t hesitate to ask me for a procedure in how to use the CD as Frisbee 
instead . 
 
The ones not knowing me that well find below some details regarding my musical career and the 
production of the CD. 
 
Cheers 
 
Ruedi Schoensleben 

 
 
My musical career: 

  
2010 I turn 60 years young and with more or less success I have „molested” several different 
music instruments since my time in school. I never reached any excellence but on the other hand 
never lost pleasure in playing music. Fortunately music was always only a hobby to me. The only 
instrument I ever learned to play and where I can read sheets of music is the Alto Flute. This 
happened during my time in school. 
I’ve learned to play other Instruments on my own. Some of them I master quite well but others 
more likely master me! 
For many years I played in several, mainly Rock-oriented groups. Every so often I tried to 
compose my own pieces of music and also recorded these songs in my own small sound studio. 
As a result I produced my own compact cassette “Bandsalat” (Tape confetti salad) end of the 
70is. About 50 copies where sent out to my friends then. 
 
Quite some years have past since. I now mainly play on my own on my acoustic guitar; I 
improvise and look for new ideas. When I figure out something new I save it on a small recorder 
for later use. 
 
The music recorded on the CD does not intend to compete with professional CD-productions, but 
the songs are of a quality I believe I can torment some biased audience. 
The CD is simply a musical greeting from me. 
 
 

The CD: 

 
All songs on the CD were composed by me with the exception of “In my Life” which was 
composed by the Beatles. 
The pre year 2000 songs have been recorded on 8 or 16 track tape recorders and have been 
mixed to 2—track stereo on an analogue mixing desk. They have been digitised at a later time. 
 
All the newer songs I recorded, mixed and mastered digitally on a computer. Most of them I 
recorded during February 2010 in Perth at Cashel Way (the OKA owner’s house).  
 
Most of the CDs are made in such a way that you can chuck it into any standard CD-player 
(Audio-CD) or use it on a PC (MP3-files). 
 
There is no Copyright on my own compositions (they are not that good). Never the less when you 
intend to use them commercially I ask you to contact me first. 



Live-played versus programmed instruments: 
 
The following instruments have been played live: All guitars (acoustic and electric), all flutes, the 
harmonicas, some of the basses (bass guitar). 
Some of the synthesizer voices (organ, piano, brass, strings, upright bass, e-bass) have been 
played on a MIDI-keyboard and have been considerably edited afterwards as I don’t actually 
play keyboard. 
Others have been entirely programmed on the computer. The sounds are all synthetic. 
The drums and percussion patterns have been programmed on the computer - beat by beat. I 
play the drums but didn’t have one handy. 
 
 

Production: 

 
Recording: 
The software used is able to record music information on multiple parallel tracks. 
First I record a pilot track using the acoustic guitar and a metronome for time accuracy. The track 
is used as guideline and orientation. 
Then I record instrument by instrument each on a separate track. While recording an instrument 
the pilot track and all other already recorded instruments can be heard in the earphones. 
Acoustic instruments are recorded traditionally by using microphones. Due to playing errors many 
attempts may be required to get the whole track recorded. 
In the case of synthetic instruments only the note-events are recorded (timing, duration, pitch, 
velocity, a.s.o.). The MIDI-information can either be generated using a MIDI-Keyboard or can be 
entered within the recording program using MIDI-editors. 
Acoustically recorded tracks can, to some extend, later on be enhanced and corrected. 
MIDI-tracks can be edited without any limits at any time. 
Tracks can be cut and so the whole sequence of a song can later on be changed, new parts can 
be inserted, unused parts deleted. 
 
Mix down: 
After all tracks are recorded, edited and enhanced with effects the whole song is then mixed 
down to 2-track stereo. For every individual track volume, stereo position (pan) and many other 
parameters are defined and stored in the program. All this parameters are dynamic and can be 
changed at any time and on any position within the song. Finally the songs are exported as 
WAV-Files. 
 
Mastering: 
All the songs (WAV-files) are loaded into the mastering software where they are correctly 
positioned. Reverb is added, dynamic is reduced and other final touches are made. 
Finally the product is ready for burning on a CD. 
 
16 to 24 working hours are normally used for recording and mix down of one particular song.  
This is mainly due to the fact that I first have to find out what I want to record with a specific 
instrument. Then I have to learn the voice before I can record it. 
 
 

My infrastructure (for the technically interested): 
 
Lap-Top: Dell Inspiron XPS M1710; Centrino Dual Processor; 2.16 MHz; 2 MB Memory  

(this is by far good enough) 
Windows XP Professional SP3+ 
 

Midi Interface: M-Audio 410 Firewire (Firewire is unstable, USB2 would be the better choice) 
 
Studio-Software: Steinberg Cubase Studio 5 with HALion One Sound Library for recording und  
  Mix down (very versatile; professional quality)  

Magix Cleaning Lab 16 for Mastering and for burning CD 
(Steinberg Wave Lab would be much better but would be also much dearer) 


