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Th e  Ta t t e r s a l l ’s  F i n ke  D e s e r t  R a c e  i s  a n  o f f  ro a d,  m u l t i  t e r r a i n  t wo -
d a y  r a c e  t h ro u g h  d e s e r t  c o u n t r y  f ro m  A l i c e  S p r i n g s  t o  t h e  s m a l l  

A p u t u l a  ( F i n ke )  Co m m u n i t y.   Th e  r a c e  c ro s s e s  t h e  F i n ke  R i ve r,  
b e l i e ve d  t o  b e  t h e  o l d e s t  r i ve r  i n  t h e  wo r l d.   Th e  r a c e  i s  h e l d  e a c h  

ye a r  o n  t h e  Q u e e n’s  B i r t h d a y  l o n g  we e ke n d  ( s e c o n d  we e ke n d  i n  
J u n e ) .   I n  2 0 0 8  t h e  e ve n t  w i l l  b e  h e l d  f ro m  F r i d a y  6 t h  u n t i l  M o n d a y  

9 t h  J u n e .

“ F i n ke” a s  i t  i s  k n o w n ,  i s  n o w  o n e  o f  t h e  b i g g e s t  a n n u a l  s p o r t i n g  e ve n t s  
i n  t h e  N o r t h e r n  Te r r i t o r y.  I t  i s  re c o g n i s e d  a s  t h e  r i c h e s t  O f f  R o a d  R a c e  i n  t h e  S o u t h e r n  
H e m i s p h e re  w i t h  t h e  a d d e d  re p u t a t i o n  o f  b e i n g  
o n e  o f  t h e  m o s t  d i f f i c u l t  c o u r s e s  i n  o n e  o f  t h e  
m o s t  re m o t e  p l a c e s  i n  t h e  wo r l d.

F i n ke  i s  a  u n i q u e  e ve n t  i n  t h a t  i t  e n a b l e s  p e o p l e  
o f  a l l  w a l k s  o f  l i f e  t o  b e c o m e  i n vo l ve d.  R a re l y  
wo u l d  yo u  f i n d  a n  e ve n t  t h a t  h a s  o ve r  4 0 0  
c o m p e t i t o r s  r a c i n g  o ve r  a  4 6 0 k m  c o u r s e  t h a t  i s  
o p e n  t o  a l l  c o m e r s ,  i t  re a l l y  i s  t h e  m o s t  f u n  yo u  
c a n  h a ve  w i t h  a  h e l m e t  o n !  

Th e  r a c e  s t a r t e d  i n  1 9 7 6  a s  a  ‘ t h e re  a n d  b a c k ’ c h a l l e n g e  f o r  a  g ro u p  o f  l o c a l  m o t o r b i ke  
r i d e r s  t o  r a c e  f ro m  A l i c e  S p r i n g s  t o  t h e  F i n ke  
R i ve r  a n d  re t u r n .   Af t e r  t h e  s u c c e s s  o f  t h i s  
i n i t i a l  r i d e ,  t h e  F i n ke  D e s e r t  R a c e  w a s  b o r n  
a n d  i t  h a s  b e e n  h e l d  a n n u a l l y  o n  t h e  Q u e e n’s  
B i r t h d a y  l o n g  we e ke n d  e ve r  s i n c e .

Th e  r a c e  i s  r u n  a l o n g  s e c t i o n s  o f  w h a t  w a s  t h e  
O l d  G h a n  R a i l w a y  s e r v i c e  t r a c k  a d j a c e n t  t o  t h e  
r a i l w a y  l i n e  a l o n g  a  w i n d i n g  c o r r u g a t e d  t r a c k ,  
w h i c h  s n a ke s  t h ro u g h  t y p i c a l  o u t b a c k  t e r r a i n  
o f  re d  d i r t ,  s a n d,  s p i n i f e x ,  m u l g a  a n d  d e s e r t  
o a k s .  Eve n  t h o u g h  t h e  r a i l w a y  w a s  re a l i g n e d  

a n d  re b u i l t  i n  t h e  e a r l y  8 0 ’s ,  w i t h  t h e  o l d  t r a c k s  b e i n g  p u l l e d  u p,  t h e  r a c e  c o n t i n u e s  
a l o n g  i t s  o r i g i n a l  c o u r s e .

W h i l s t  o r i g i n a l l y  t h e  F i n ke  w a s  o n l y  a  b i ke  r a c e ,  
i t s  i n c re a s i n g  p o p u l a r i t y  s a w  t h e  i n e v i t a b l e  
i n t ro d u c t i o n  o f  c a r s  a n d  o f f  ro a d  b u g g i e s  i n  1 9 8 8 .  



A  f i e rc e  r i v a l r y  d e ve l o p e d  b e t we e n  t h e  t wo  a n d  f o u r  w h e e l e r s ,  a s  
t h e  b u g g i e s  we re  ke e n  t o  c l a i m  t h e  h o l y  g r a i l  o f  t h e  r a c e  o u t r i g h t  

w i n n e r  o r  ‘ K i n g  o f  t h e  D e s e r t ’ a s  i t  i s  re s p e c t f u l l y  k n o w n .  Fo r  1 1  
c o n s e c u t i ve  ye a r s  t h e  b i ke s  we re  t o o  q u i c k  f o r  t h e  c a r s  d e s p i t e  t h e  

g a p  c o n s t a n t l y  n a r ro w i n g.  F i n a l l y  i n  1 9 9 9 ,  a  b u g g y  re t u r n e d  h o m e  
f i r s t  t o  c l a i m  t h e  h o n o u r.  Wi t h  t h e  b i ke s  w i n n i n g  b a c k  t h e  t i t l e  i n  2 0 0 0  

a n d  2 0 0 1 .   F ro m  2 0 0 2  u n t i l  2 0 0 4  t h e  b u g g i e s  h e l d  o n t o  t h e  ‘ K i n g  o f  t h e  
D e s e r t ’ t i t l e .   I n  2 0 0 5  t h e  t i t l e  

w a s  c h a n g e d  t o  s e e  t wo  ‘ K i n g s  
o f  t h e  D e s e r t ’,  o n e  f o r  t h e  c a r s  a n d  o n e  f o r  
b i ke s ,  e a c h  p i c k i n g  u p  $ 1 0 , 0 0 0  f o r  t h e i r  e f f o r t .   
A l t h o u g h  t h e  b i ke s  a n d  c a r s  n o  l o n g e r  r a c e  
a g a i n s t  e a c h  o t h e r  f o r  t h e  t i t l e ,  i t  i s  a l w a y s  
i n t e re s t i n g  t o  s e e  w h o  c o m p l e t e s  t h e  4 6 0 k m  
ro u n d  t r i p  q u i c ke s t .

Th e  p e o p l e  a n d  l o c a l  b u s i n e s s e s  o f  A l i c e  
S p r i n g s  a re  p ro u d  t o  h a ve  o w n e r s h i p  o f  t h e  
F i n ke  D e s e r t  R a c e .  Th e  J u n e  l o n g  we e ke n d  a n d  t h e  F i n ke  h a ve  b e c o m e  a n  i n s t i t u t i o n  
w i t h  o u t s t a n d i n g  c o m m u n i t y  s u p p o r t .

Fo r  t h re e  d a y s ,  i t  i s  e s t i m a t e d  t h a t  m o re  t h a n  1 2 , 0 0 0  p e o p l e  
c a m p  b e s i d e  t h e  r a c e t r a c k ,  s l e e p i n g  u n d e r  t h e  s t a r s  i n  t h e i r  
t e n t s  a n d  s w a g s.  

Fo l l o w i n g  p re s e n t a t i o n  n i g h t ,  w h e re  a  m a j o r i t y  o f  b e n c h  
r a c i n g  i s  d o n e ,  c o m p e t i t o r s  h e a d  h o m e  t o  a l l  p o i n t s  o n  t h e  
c o m p a s s .  L a s t  ye a r,  a t  l e a s t  t wo  t h i rd s  o f  t h e  b i ke  r i d e r s  a n d  
o n e  h a l f  o f  c a r  c o m p e t i t o r s  c a m e  f ro m  i n t e r s t a t e .  M u l t i p l e  
B a j a  1 0 0 0  w i n n e r  S t e ve  H e n g e ve l d  h a s  m a d e  t h e  t r i p  f ro m  
s u n n y  C a l i f o r n i a  i n  2 0 0 6  a n d  2 0 0 7 ,  a n d  w i l l  b e  b a c k  a g a i n  
i n  2 0 0 8 .   Th e re’s  e ve n  b e e n  a  t e a m  f ro m  Pa p u a  N e w  G u i n e a .
Th i s  d e m o n s t r a t e s  t h e  a p p e a l  o f  t h e  e ve n t  a n d  t h e  re a c h  i t  
h a s  t o  m o t o r  s p o r t  e n t h u s i a s t s .  

Th e  F i n ke  D e s e r t  R a c e  i s  o rg a n i s e d  a n d  r u n  b y  a  l o c a l  c o m m i t t e e  w i t h  t h e  a s s i s t a n c e  
o f  t h e  N o r t h e r n  Te r r i t o r y  M a j o r  Eve n t s  Co m p a n y.  A l l  
c o m m i t t e e  m e m b e r s  a re  vo l u n t e e r s  a n d  g i ve  u p  a n  
i n o rd i n a t e  a m o u n t  o f  t i m e  t o  e n s u re  t h e  e ve n t  i s  
t h e  b e s t  i t  c a n  b e .  O ve r  r a c e  we e ke n d,  a n  e s t i m a t e d  
3 0 0  vo l u n t e e r  o f f i c i a l s  w i l l  a s s i s t  w i t h  t h e  r u n n i n g  
o f  t h e  e ve n t .



A b o u t  t h e  A l i c e …

A l i c e  S p r i n g s  i s  s i t u a t e d  s m a c k- d a b  i n  t h e  c e n t re  o f  A u s t r a l i a  s u r ro u n d e d  
b y  d e s e r t .   D e s e r t  c l i m a t e s  i n  J u n e  a re  t y p i c a l l y  c o l d  a t  n i g h t  ( u s u a l l y  b e l o w  

0 o C )  a n d  m i l d  d a y s  w i t h  o c c a s i o n a l  s t o r m s.   A l t h o u g h  t h e s e  t e m p e r a t u re s  
m a y  b e  t h e  ‘n o r m’ f o r  t h a t  p a r t  o f  t h e  ye a r,  t h e re  h a ve  b e e n  d a y s  w h e n  t h e  

t e m p e r a t u re  g a u g e  h a s  a l m o s t  h i t  3 0 o C !   A n d  b e l i e ve  u s ,  i t  m a ke s  a  h a rd  
r a c e  e ve n  h a rd e r !

Yo u’re  p ro b a b l y  wo n d e r i n g,  “ w h e re  i s  A l i c e  S p r i n g s ? ! ” a n d  “ h o w  m u c h  d o e s  
i t  c o s t  t o  g e t  t h e re ? ”  We l l  yo u  c a n  u s e  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  t a b l e  a s  a  g u i d e  ( s t a r t i n g  p r i c e s  a n d  
d i s t a n c e s  a re  a p p rox i m a t e s ) :

O n e  Way  F r o m : B y  A i r Tr a i n B u s D i s t a n c e  ( k m s )
A d e l a i d e $ 2 5 0 $ 2 1 5 $ 2 5 0 1 5 4 0

B r i s b a n e $ 3 5 0 $ 4 8 0 2 9 8 3

C a i r n s $ 3 5 0 $ 4 0 0 2 4 2 0

C a n b e r r a $ 3 7 0 $ 3 6 0 2 7 4 0

D a r w i n $ 2 9 0 $ 2 4 0 $ 2 5 5 1 5 2 5

H o b a r t $ 4 5 0 2 5 7 1

G o l d  C o a s t $ 4 0 0 $ 4 8 0 3 9 6 3

M e l b o u r n e $ 2 9 0 $ 2 7 0 $ 3 0 0 2 2 6 9

Pe r t h $ 3 2 0 $ 9 0 0 3 6 0 2

S yd n e y $ 2 3 0 $ 4 4 0 $ 3 5 0 2 8 0 1

I f  yo u’re  wo n d e r i n g  h o w  l o n g  yo u  wo u l d  n e e d  t o  s t a y  i n  A l i c e  S p r i n g s,  o u r  a n s we r  wo u l d  b e  a  5  
n i g h t  s t a y  m i n i m u m .   M e a n i n g  yo u  a r r i ve  o n  t h e  Th u r s d a y  ( d a y  b e f o re  S c r u t i n e e r i n g )  a n d  h e a d  
o u t  o n  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  Tu e s d a y  ( d a y  a f t e r  R a c e  D a y  2  a n d  P re s e n t a t i o n ) .   Fo r  a  c o m f o r t a b l e  s t a y  
yo u  wo u l d  b e  l o o k i n g  a ro u n d  a  1 0 - 1 2  n i g h t  s t a y.   Th i s  g i ve s  yo u  t h e  o p p o r t u n i t y  t o  a r r i ve  a  we e k  
b e f o re  t h e  s t a r t  o f  t h e  Eve n t  a n d  a l s o  m e a n s  yo u  c a n  j o i n  i n  o n  t h e  o rg a n i s e d  re c o n n a i s s a n c e  
w h i c h  l e t s  yo u  p re v i e w  t h e  t r a c k  o n  t h e  S u n d a y  b e f o re  re g i s t r a t i o n / s i g n - o n  we e k .

I f  yo u  c a n  f i n d  t h e  t i m e  b e t we e n  p u l l i n g  yo u r  m a c h i n e s  a p a r t  a n d  p u t t i n g  t h e m  b a c k  t o g e t h e r  
j u s t  t o  m a ke  s u re  a l l  t h e  b i t s  a re  s t i l l  t h e re  a n d  wo r k i n g,  yo u  c a n  v i s i t  t h e  m a n y  a t t r a c t i o n s  i n  
a n d  a ro u n d  A l i c e .   Th e re’s  t h e  f a m o u s  o n e s  l i ke  Aye r s  R o c k  a n d  t h e  O l g a s ,  t h e n  t h e  A l i c e  S p r i n g s  
D e s e r t  Pa r k  a n d  t h e  v a r i o u s  g o rg e s  a n d  w a t e r h o l e s .   Fo r  m o re  i n f o r m a t i o n  yo u  c a n  v i s i t  t h e  
Ce n t r a l  A u s t r a l i a n  To u r i s m  Vi s i t o r  Ce n t re  i n  G re g o r y
Te r r a c e  w h i l e  h e re  i n  A l i c e  o r  yo u  c a n  l o g - o n  t o
w w w. c e n t r a l a u s t r a l i a n t o u r i s m . c o m .  Yo u  c a n  a l s o  l o g  o n  
t o  t h e  To u r i s m  N T ’s  we b s i t e  w w w. t o u r i s m n t. c o m . a u  f o r  
g re a t  ‘o f f  t h e  b e a t e n  t r a c k ’ s i g h t - s e e i n g.  



H ow  F i n ke ’s  R u n …
F i r s t  o f f,  yo u  h a ve  t o  e n t e r.   O f f i c i a l  E n t r y  f o r m s  a re  g e n e r a l l y  a v a i l a b l e  

m i d  Fe b r u a r y  b e f o re  t h e  Eve n t  ( d e p e n d e n t  o n  w h e n  t h e  S u p p l e m e n t a r y  
R e g u l a t i o n s  a re  a p p ro ve d ) .   To  g i ve  yo u  a n  i d e a  o n  e n t r y  p r i c e s ,  l a s t  

ye a r ’s  c o s t  w a s  $ 4 4 0 . 0 0  f o r  b i ke s  a n d  $ 6 0 0 . 0 0  f o r  c a r s .   To  e n t e r  t h e  r a c e  
yo u  m u s t  h o l d  a  c u r re n t  n a t i o n a l  l i c e n c e  f o r  yo u r  re s p e c t e d  d i s c i p l i n e  

(Motorcycling Australia – Bikes, Confederation of Australian Motor Sport – Cars).   
Fo r  m o re  i n f o r m a t i o n  o n  r a c i n g  l i c e n c e s  yo u  c a n  l o g  o n t o  w w w. m a . o rg. a u  

i f  yo u’re  a  b i ke  r i d e r  o r  w w w. c a m s. c o m . a u  i f  yo u’re  a  c a r  d r i ve r.   Yo u  m u s t  
a l s o  h o l d  1 0 0 %  a m b u l a n c e  c o ve r  a n d  b e  a b l e  t o  p ro d u c e  w r i t t e n  p ro o f  o f  t h i s .   I f  yo u  a re  a  
Q u e e n s l a n d  re s i d e n t ,  yo u r  d r i ve r ’s  l i c e n c e  i s  s u f f i c i e n t .

C l a s s e s  a n d  R i d i n g  N u m b e r s :
B i ke s :

P r e v i o u s  ye a r ’s  t o p  2 0  p l a c e  g e t t e r s N o’s :  1  –   2 0

C l a s s  1  2 5 1 c c  a n d  a b o ve  t wo  s t ro ke  N o’s :  1 0 1  –  1 9 9

C l a s s  2 4 5 1 c c  a n d  a b o ve  f o u r  s t ro ke N o’s :  2 0 1  –  2 9 9

C l a s s  3 2 0 1 c c  t o  2 5 0 c c  t wo  s t o ke N o’s :  3 0 1  –  3 9 9

C l a s s  4 U p  t o  2 0 0 c c  t wo  s t o ke N o’s :  4 0 1  –  4 9 9

C l a s s  5 2 5 1 c c  t o  4 5 0 c c  f o u r  s t ro ke N o’s :  5 0 1  –  5 9 9

C l a s s  6 U p  t o  2 5 0 c c  f o u r  s t ro ke N o’s :  6 0 1  –  6 9 9

C l a s s  7 M a s t e r s  3 5  t o  4 4  ye a r s N o’s :  7 0 1  –  7 9 9

C l a s s  8 Ve t e r a n s  4 5  Ye a r s  a n d  o ve r N o’s :  8 0 1  –  8 9 9

C l a s s  9 Q u a d s N o’s :  9 0 1  –  9 9 9

C l a s s  1 0 O u t f i t s N o’s :  0 0 1  –  0 9 9

C a r s :
P r e v i o u s  ye a r ’s  N a t i o n a l  O f f  R o a d  C h a m p i o n  W i n n e r N u m b e r  1

P r o  B u g g y  B u g g i e s  w i t h  e n g i n e s  b e t we e n  1 6 5 0 c c  a n d  n o t  e xc e e d i n g  6 0 0 0 c c 1 - 9 9  N u m b e r

P r o l i t e  B u g g y B u g g i e s  w i t h  e n g i n e s  u p  t o  3 5 0 0 c c ,  n a t u r a l l y  a s p i r a t e d 1 0 0  N u m b e r

S u p e r  1 6 5 0 B u g g i e s  w i t h  e n g i n e s  b e t we e n  1 3 3 0 c c  a n d  1 6 5 0 c c 2 0 0  N u m b e r

S p o r t s m a n  B u g g y B u g g i e s  w i t h  e n g i n e s  n o t  e xc e e d i n g  1 3 3 0 c c 3 0 0  N u m b e r

Pe r f o r m a n c e  2 W D M o d i f i e d  2 W D  w i t h  e n g i n e  n o t  e xc e e d i n g  6 0 0 0 c c 5 0 0  N u m b e r

E x t r e m e  2 W D H i g h l y- m o d i f i e d  2 W D  w i t h  e n g i n e  n o t  exce e d i n g  6 0 0 0 cc,  i n c l u d e s  B a j a 4 0 0  N u m b e r

P r o d u c t i o n  4 W D P ro d u c t i o n  4 W D  w i t h  e n g i n e  n o t  e xc e e d i n g  6 0 0 0 c c 7 0 0  N u m b e r

E x t r e m e  4 W D H i g h l y - m o d i f i e d  4 W D  w i t h  e n g i n e  n o t  e xc e e d i n g  6 0 0 0 c c 8 0 0  N u m b e r



Official Reconnaissance – Two Sundays before Event
D u e  t o  t h e  r a c e  t r a c k  b e i n g  a  p u b l i c  ro a d  p re - r u n n i n g  t h e  c o u r s e  i s  

o n l y  a l l o we d  t o  b e  c o m p l e t e d  o n  a  ro a d  re g i s t e re d  b i ke  o r  c a r.   Th e  
c l u b  h a s  t wo  o rg a n i s e d  re c o n n a i s s a n c e s  o n  t h e  t wo  S u n d a y s  b e f o re  r a c e  

we e ke n d  ( i n  2 0 0 8  t h e y  w i l l  b e  S u n d a y  2 5 t h  M a y  a n d  S u n d a y  1 s t  J u n e ) .   
Th e s e  d a y s  a l l o w  c o m p e t i t o r s  w i t h  u n re g i s t e re d  ve h i c l e s  t o  r i d e  f ro m  

B u n d o o m a  t o  F i n ke  a n d  b a c k  t o  B u n d o o m a  i n  a  c o n t ro l l e d  s i t u a t i o n  w i t h  
A m b u l a n c e  s e r v i c e s .   A  p e r m i t  m u s t  b e  o b t a i n e d  f ro m  t h e  A l i c e  S p r i n g s  

M o t o r  Ve h i c l e  R e g i s t r y  f o r  a ro u n d  $ 4 0 .   A  s e p a r a t e  p e r m i t  m u s t  b e  o b t a i n e d  
f o r  e a c h  re c o n n a i s s a n c e .   Yo u  a re  re q u i re d  t o  h o l d  a  c u r re n t  d r i ve r ’s / r i d e r ’s  l i c e n c e  f ro m  yo u r  
re s p e c t e d  s t a t e .

R e g i s t r at i o n  We e k  –  M o n d ay  t o  T h u r s d ay  b e fo r e  Eve n t
Your f i rst  ‘off ic ial ’ dut y as  a  Finke competitor  when you arr ive in  town for  the race is  to  register.   
You must  produce written proof  of  100% Ambulance Cover  and show your current  CAMS/MA 
l icence.   I f  you’re under the age of  18 years  of  age (according to your  bir th cer t i f icate,  not  how 
old you think you are!)  your  Mum/Dad or  legal  guardian must  also s ign you in.   The registration 
centre is  in  the Al ice Plaza (centre of  town) and is  open from 10am to 5pm each day.   I f  you are 
competing in a  car  and have pit  crew requir ing passes,  they must  also s ign in so bring them with 
you to s ign on -  YOUR PIT CRE W MUST ALSO PRODUCE PROOF OF 100% AMBULANCE COVER.

S c r u t i n e e r i n g  –  F r i d ay
S c r u t i n e e r i n g  i s  h e l d  a t  t h e  B l a t h e r s k i t e  Pa r k  
S h o w g ro u n d s  i n  A l i c e  S p r i n g s  f ro m  5 . 0 0 p m  t o  
9 . 0 0 p m .   Yo u r  m a c h i n e ,  c o m p e t i t i o n  l i c e n c e ,  a n d  
c o m p e t i t i o n  c l o t h i n g,  i n c l u d i n g  h e l m e t,  g l o ve s  e t c .  
( c a r  c o m p e t i t o r s  m u s t  a l s o  b r i n g  t h e i r  ve h i c l e’s  f i r s t  
a i d  k i t )  m u s t  b e  p ro d u c e d  f o r  a  o n c e  o ve r.   I f  yo u  a re  
u n a b l e  t o  m a ke  i t  t o  S c r u t i n e e r i n g  f o r  o n e  re a s o n  
o r  a n o t h e r  yo u  c a n  m a ke  a l t e r n a t i ve  a r r a n g e m e n t s  
w i t h  t h e  r a c e  o f f i c i a l s .   A n y  c o m p e t i t o r  w h o  f a i l s  
s c r u t i n e e r i n g  m u s t  m a ke  a  t i m e  f o r  re - i n s p e c t i o n  
w i t h  t h e  C h i e f  S c r u t i n e e r  o n  t h e  S a t u rd a y  m o r n i n g.

O n c e  yo u r  m a c h i n e  a n d  g e a r  h a ve  b e e n  i n s p e c t e d  yo u  m u s t  t h e n  p o s i t i o n  yo u r  m a c h i n e  i n  t h e  
c o r re c t  c l a s s  a re a  w h e re  i t  w i l l  re m a i n  i m p o u n d e d  a n d  o n  d i s p l a y  u n t i l  t h e y  a re  re l e a s e d  b y  
O f f i c i a l s  a t  9 p m .   P ro l o g u e  s t a r t  t i m e s  a re  a l s o  g i ve n  o u t .

W h i l e  s c r u t i n e e r i n g  i s  g o i n g  o n ,  a l l  b i ke s  a n d  c a r s  a re  o n  d i s p l a y,  t h e  f o o d  a n d  d r i n k  s t a l l s  
a re  i n  o p e r a t i o n ,  m e rc h a n d i s e  i s  o n  s a l e  a n d  t h e re  i s  u s u a l l y  
a  f i re wo r k s  d i s p l a y.   A p p rox i m a t e l y  3 0 0 0  p e o p l e  a t t e n d  
s c r u t i n e e r i n g  s o  t h e  p l a c e  i s  p a c ke d.   Af t e r  yo u r  ‘o f f i c i a l ’ 
c o m p e t i t o r  d u t i e s  a re  d o n e ,  i t ’s  a  g re a t  p l a c e  t o  g e t  a  b i t e  t o  
e a t ,  re l a x ,  c a t c h  u p  w i t h  m a t e s  a n d  m e e t  s o m e  n e w  o n e s  w h i l e  
yo u’re  a t  i t !



P r o l o g u e  –  S at u r d ay
P ro l o g u e … yo u r  f i r s t  t a s t e  o f  F i n ke  r a c i n g.   Yo u  m u s t  c o m p l e t e  t h e  8 . 3 k m  

t r a c k  i n  a  r a c e  a g a i n s t  t h e  c l o c k  t o  d e t e r m i n e  yo u r  s t a r t i n g  p o s i t i o n  f o r  
R a c e  D a y  1 .   Th e  t r a c k  i s  t y p i c a l  R e d  Ce n t re  t e r r a i n  w i t h  l o n g  s t r a i g h t s ,  

t i g h t  c o r n e r s  a n d  s a n d y  c re e k  b e d s.   D o n’t  g o  o u t  t h i n k i n g  yo u  h a ve  t o  
g o  f l a t  c h a t ,  i n  t h e  p a s t  t h e  t r a c k  

h a s  c l a i m e d  i t ’s  f a i r  a m o u n t  o f  
u n s u s p e c t i n g  v i c t i m s  i n c l u d i n g  

b i ke  p re - r a c e  f a vo u r i t e s .   Th e  c a r s  
c a n  a l s o  t a ke  a  b a t t e r i n g  w i t h  n u m e ro u s  ro l l o ve r s  
a n d  e n g i n e  b l o w - u p s !  B y  g o i n g  t o o  h a rd  i n  P ro l o g u e  
i t  c o u l d  re s u l t  i n  a  R a c e  D a y  1  s t a r t  t i m e  yo u  m i g h t  
n o t  b e  t o o  h a p p y  w i t h !   S o  t a ke  i t  s e r i o u s l y  a n d  n o t  
s t u p i d l y.

R a c e  D ay  1  –  S u n d ay
R a c e  D a y  1 .   Yo u  c a n  f e e l  t h e  n e r ve s  j u s t  re a d i n g  i t !   Th e  d a y  s t a r t s  o f f  w i t h  c o m p u l s o r y  d r i ve r  
a n d  r i d e r  b r i e f i n g s  w h i c h  a re  h e l d  u s u a l l y  a n  h o u r  a n d  a  h a l f  t o  t wo  h o u r s  b e f o re  o f f i c i a l  s t a r t  
t i m e  a t  t h e  S t a r t / F i n i s h  l i n e .   Yo u  h a ve  t o  g o  t o  t h i s !   Yo u  m u s t  s i g n  i n  a n d  c o l l e c t  yo u r  s t a r t  
t i m e  b e f o re  t h e  b r i e f i n g  c o m m e n c e s.   N O N - AT T E N DA N C E  R E S U LTS  I N  A  P E N A LT Y.   

C a r s  a re  f i r s t  t o  t a c k l e  t h e  2 3 0 k m  t r a c k  w i t h  t h e  
f i r s t  c a r  g e t t i n g  u n d e r w a y  u s u a l l y  a t  7 . 3 0 a m .   Th e  
f i r s t  t e n  c a r s  t a ke  o f  o n e  a t  a  t i m e  a t  o n e  m i n u t e  
i n t e r v a l s .   Th e  re s t  o f  t h e  f i e l d  t h e n  s t a r t  t wo  a t  
a  t i m e  a t  o n e  m i n u t e  i n t e r v a l s .

B i ke s  f o l l o w  l a t e r  l a u n c h i n g  o f f  1 1 . 3 0 a m  w i t h  
t h e  1 0  f a s t e s t  b i ke s  ( a s  d e t e r m i n e d  b y  p ro l o g u e )  
s t a r t i n g  i n  ro w s  o f  t wo  b i ke s ,  a t  o n e - m i n u t e  
i n t e r v a l s .   Th e  re m a i n d e r  o f  t h e  f i e l d  w i l l  s t a r t  i n  
ro w s  o f  u p  t o  t e n  b i ke s  a t  o n e - m i n u t e  i n t e r v a l s  
( d e p e n d i n g  o n  c o m p e t i t o r  n u m b e r s ) .

Th e re  i s  a  t i m e  l i m i t  o f  4  h o u r s  t o  c o m p l e t e  t h e  f i r s t  2 3 0 k m  l e g  o f  t h e  c o u r s e .   Th e  C l e r k  o f  
Co u r s e  h a s  t h e  r i g h t  t o  s t o p  a n y  c o m p e t i t o r  a n d  p re ve n t  h i s / h e r  c o n t i n u a t i o n  i n  t h e  e ve n t  i f  
i t  i s  d e e m e d  i m p r a c t i c a l  f o r  t h a t  c o m p e t i t o r  t o  c o m p l e t e  t h e  c o u r s e  w i t h i n  t h e  re q u i re d  t i m e  
l i m i t .   Co m p a s s i o n a t e  t i m e  w i l l  b e  a l l o we d  a t  t h e  d i s c re t i o n  o f  t h e  F i n ke  C l e r k  o f  Co u r s e .   Yo u  
m u s t  p a s s  t h ro u g h  e a c h  o f  t h e  4  c h e c k p o i n t s  s i t u a t e d  a l o n g  t h e  
t r a c k .   A s  a  g e n e r a l  r u l e ,  yo u  n e e d  t o  s l o w  d o w n  w h e n  yo u  re a c h  
a  c h e c k p o i n t  t o  e n s u re  yo u r  n u m b e r  a n d  t i m e  a re  a c c u r a t e l y  
re c o rd e d  –  yo u  d o  n o t  h a ve  t o  c o m e  t o  a  c o m p l e t e  h a l t ,  s i m p l y  
p a s s  t h ro u g h  a t  a  s l o we r  s p e e d  n o t  f l a t  c h a t !



Th e re  a re  3  d e s i g n ate d  f u e l  s to p s  a l s o  d o t te d  a l o n g  t h e  t ra c k .   Yo u r  b i ke  
m u s t  n o t  b e  r u n n i n g  at  t h e  t i m e  o f  re f u e l l i n g.   Yo u r  c re w  m u s t  b e  at  f u e l  

s to p s  1  a n d  2  b e f o re  6 a m  o n  R a ce  D ay  1  a s  t h e  a cce s s  ro a d  to  t h e  s to p s  
i s  c l o s e d  a n d  n o - o n e  i s  a l l owe d  t h ro u g h  ( t h e  ro a d s  a re  c l o s e d  f ro m  6 a m  

–  6 p m  o n  b o t h  S u n d ay  a n d  M o n d ay  f o r  t h e  e ve nt ) .   I f  yo u  d o  n o t  h ave  
a  c re w  h e l p i n g  yo u  o u t,  F i n ke  c a n  c a r t  yo u r  g e a r  ( m i n d  yo u  i t  m u s t  b e  

m i n i m a l  s p a re s  l i ke  s p a r k  p l u g s,  
s p a re  t y re s,  f u e l,  e tc )  d ow n  to  

e a c h  f u e l  s to p  a n d  Fi n ke.

I f  yo u  i n t e n d  t o  u s e  t h i s  s e r v i c e ,  m a ke  s u re  
e ve r y t h i n g  i s  l a b e l l e d  c l e a r l y  w i t h  yo u r  n a m e ,  
r a c e  n u m b e r  a n d  w h i c h  s t o p  i t  i s  g o i n g  t o.   I n  f a c t ,  
s p r a y  p a i n t  yo u r  j e r r y  c a n  b r i g h t  p u r p l e  i f  yo u  
i n t e n d  t o  re f u e l  a l o n g  t h e  t r a c k  yo u r s e l f,  t h i s  i s  
s o  yo u’ l l  b e  a b l e  t o  p i c k  o u t  yo u r  j e r r y  c a n  w h i l e  
yo u r  r i d i n g  u p  t o  t h e  s t o p s,  r a t h e r  t h e n  h a v i n g  t o  
g e t  o f f  yo u r  b i ke ,  s e a rc h  t h ro u g h  a l l  t h e  s t u f f  a n d  t r y  a n d  f i n d  yo u r  n a m e  a n d  n u m b e r !   Th e  
c o s t  t o  u s e  t h i s  s e r v i c e  i s  u s u a l l y  $ 2 0 - $ 4 0 .   E a c h  f u e l  s t o p  i s  c l e a r l y  m a r ke d  a l o n g  t h e  t r a c k  
w i t h  ‘ Fu e l  S t o p  1 ,  2  o r  3 ’.   

O n c e  yo u  g e t  t o  F i n ke  ( i f  yo u  m a ke  i t  a l l  t h e  w a y  t h e re ,  d o n’t  s m i r k ,  s o m e  c o m p e t i t o r s  a re  o u t  
i n  t h e  f i r s t  3 0 k m  o f  t h e  r a c e ! )  yo u  m u s t  s i g n  o f f  t o  l e t  o f f i c i a l s  k n o w  yo u’re  a l i ve  a n d  we l l  a n d  
s o  we  d o n’t  s e n d  o u t  a  s e a rc h  p a r t y  f o r  yo u  i n  t h e  e a r l y  h o u r s  o f  t h e  m o r n i n g.   A n y  c o m p e t i t o r  
w h o  f a i l s  t o  c o m p l e t e  t h e  c o u r s e  m u s t  n o t i f y  o n e  o f  t h e  O f f i c i a l  S we e p  Ve h i c l e s  a s  s o o n  a s  

p o s s i b l e !   D a y  O n e  t i m e s  a re  c o r re c t e d  a n d  s t a r t i n g  
t i m e s  f o r  R a c e  D a y  2  a re  s e t  a c c o rd i n g l y.  

S u n d a y  e ve n i n g  i s  s p e n t  a t  F i n ke  w h e re  a  r a c e  
c a m p  i s  e s t a b l i s h e d  a b o u t  2 k m s  f ro m  t h e  
A b o r i g i n a l  Co m m u n i t y  o f  A p u t u l a .   S o m e  1 5 0 0  
p e o p l e  -  c o m p e t i t o r s ,  c re w  a n d  s p e c t a t o r s  -   
c a m p  o ve r n i g h t  i n  t h e  r a c e  c a m p.   Th e  A p u t u l a  
Co m m u n i t y  i s  a  d r y  c o m m u n i t y  w h i c h  m e a n s  n o  
a l c o h o l  i s  a l l o we d.   Yo u  m a y  c o n s u m e  a l c o h o l  
i n  t h e  c a m p g ro u n d s  o n l y !

A l l  c o m p e t i t o r s  a n d  t h e i r  c re w  a re  f e d  d i n n e r  o n  S u n d a y  n i g h t  a n d  
b re a k f a s t  o n  t h e  M o n d a y  m o r n i n g,  t h i s  s e r v i c e  i s  a  B B Q  s o  i f  yo u  
w a n t  s o m e t h i n g  t h a t  i s n’t  c o o ke d  t h e  t r a d i t i o n a l  A u s t r a l i a n  w a y  
yo u’ l l  h a ve  t o  h a ve  i t  s e n t  d o w n  t o  F i n ke  w i t h  yo u r  c re w  o r  w i t h  
t h e  t r a n s p o r t  o p t i o n .



R a c e  D ay  2  -  M o n d ay
To d a y  yo u’ l l  d o  e x a c t l y  w h a t  yo u  d i d  ye s t e rd a y,  b u t  i n  re ve r s e .   Yo u’ l l  

f o l l o w  t h e  e x a c t  s a m e  t r a c k  t h a t  yo u  we n t  d o w n  o n ,  s o  i t  s h o u l d  m a ke  
i t  t h a t  l i t t l e  b i t  e a s i e r  a s  yo u  n o w  k n o w  w h a t  t o  e x p e c t .   C a r s  a re  a g a i n  

t h e  f i r s t  t o  l e a ve  a t  7 . 3 0 a m  a n d  b i ke s  l e a ve  F i n ke  f ro m  1 1 . 3 0 a m ,  b o t h  o n  
c o r re c t e d  t i m e  a s  c a l c u l a t e d  f ro m  

d a y  o n e’s  j o u r n e y.  Co m p e t i t o r s  
w h o  f i n i s h e d  3 0  m i n u t e s  o r  m o re  

a f t e r  t h e  l e a d e r  w i l l  s t a r t  i n  ro w s  
o f  t wo  c a r s  a t  o n e  m i n u t e  i n t e r v a l s  a n d  u p  t o  t e n  
r i d e r s  a t  a  t i m e ,  o n e  m i n u t e  a p a r t ,  i n  o rd e r  o f  t h e i r  
c o r re c t e d  d a y  o n e  t i m e s.   A n y  c o m p e t i t o r  t h a t  
m i s s e s  t h e i r  a l l o c a t e d  s t a r t  t i m e  w i l l  l e a ve  re a r  o f  
f i e l d .

Th e  re t u r n  j o u r n e y  w i l l  b e  c a l c u l a t e d  a t  t h e  f i n i s h  
t o  g i ve  a  t o t a l  e l a p s e d  t i m e  f o r  t h e  e ve n t .   A l l  c o m p e t i t o r s  m u s t  s i g n  o f f  w i t h  a n  o f f i c i a l  a t  
t h e  S t a r t / F i n i s h  L i n e  i n  A l i c e  S p r i n g s  o r  i f  yo u  d o  n o t  m a ke  i t ,  a t  t h e  n e a re s t  c h e c k p o i n t .   
A n y  c o m p e t i t o r  w h o  f a i l s  t o  c o m p l e t e  t h e  c o u r s e  m u s t  n o t i f y  o n e  o f  t h e  O f f i c i a l  S we e p  
Ve h i c l e s  a s  s o o n  a s  p o s s i b l e !   O t h e r w i s e  we’ l l  b e  l o o k i n g  f o r  yo u  a l l  n i g h t  l o n g  w h i l e  yo u’re  
h a v i n g  a  g o o d  t i m e  a t  p re s e n t a t i o n  –  t h i s  m a y  g e t  yo u  i n t o  s o m e  s e r i o u s  t ro u b l e  w i t h  t h e  
o f f i c i a l s  l o o k i n g  f o r  yo u !

R a c e  d a y  t wo  a l s o  h a s  t h e  b e s t  t h i n g  a b o u t  
F i n ke … c ro s s i n g  t h e  f i n i s h  l i n e !   Af t e r  t wo  
g r u e l l i n g  d a y s  o f  f u l l  o n  r a c i n g  i t  g i ve s  yo u  t h e  
b e s t  f e e l i n g  t h a t  yo u’ ve  m a d e  i t  ‘ t h e re  a n d  b a c k ’ 
w h i c h  i s  o n e  o f  t h e  m o s t  re n o w n e d  a c h i e ve m e n t s  
i n  A u s t r a l i a n  e n d u ro  a n d  o f f ro a d  r a c i n g.   I f  yo u  
d o n’t  m a ke  i t  t h e re  a n d  b a c k ,  a t t e m p t i n g  t h e  
4 7 0 k m  t r a c k  i s  s o m e t h i n g  i n  i t s e l f  a n d  t h e re’s  
a l w a y s  n e x t  ye a r !

P r e s e n t at i o n  -  M o n d ay  N i g h t
Wi n n e r s  t a ke  a l l  a n d  s t o r i e s  a re  t o l d.   A  n i g h t  o f  l a u g h t e r,  s h a r i n g  o f  g o o d  t i m e s  a n d  
o ve r - e x a g g e r a t e d  h a n d  a n d  a r m  m o ve m e n t s !   Th e  n i g h t  k i c k s  o f f  a ro u n d  8 p m  a t  t h e  A l i c e  
S p r i n g s  Co n ve n t i o n  Ce n t re  w i t h  c l a s s  p l a c e s  a w a rd e d  f o l l o we d  b y  o u t r i g h t  b i ke  a n d  c a r  
p l a c e s .    Th e re  i s  f o o d  a v a i l a b l e  f o r  p u rc h a s e  a n d  t h e  n i g h t  
g o e s  i n t o  t h e  we e  h o u r s  o f  t h e  m o r n i n g,  s o  p re p a re  f o r  a  b i g  
o n e !   P re s e n t a t i o n  n i g h t  i s  f re e  f o r  c o m p e t i t o r s  a n d  p i t  c re w.



For further info:
You can log onto:
www.finkedesertrace.com.au
You can call:
(08) 8952 8886
You can fax:
(08) 8955 5456
Or you can email:
admin@finkedesertrace.com.au


